Fishing Opportunities in the Brazosport Area

The Brazosport area has numerous fishing opportunities whether it is for the avid angler or the casual sportsman.  The unique location of this area makes many types of fishing possible with relatively easy access.  

The easiest and most convenient fishing opportunity in this area consists of fishing from the bank or a small boat in one of the many inshore estuaries.  These estuaries include Christmas Bay, the Old Brazos River, the New Brazos River, the Intracoastal Waterway, Surfside and Quintana Beach, the Surfside Jetties, and many others.  The most popular inshore species available in the Brazosport area include Red Drum, Spotted Seatrout, Flounder, Black Drum, Croaker, Gafftopsail Catfish, Whiting and many more.  The most popular baits for this type of fishing are shrimp (live or dead), mullet (live or dead), squid, menhaden and more.  Bait (either live or dead) can be easily purchased from one of many local bait camps.  

Another fishing opportunity that is extremely popular in this area occurs in the Gulf of Mexico.  Freeport is located in a prime location along the Texas Coast.  The relative close proximity to deeper water as well as near shore fishing make Freeport the best choice for deep sea fishing in this state.  There are a number of private charter boats available for parties of 6 or less as well as larger “party boats” that can accommodate groups from 1 to 100.  The private charter boats, with the rising fuel prices, can be costly but there are always deals to be made.  Fishing on the larger party boats is less expensive costing around $100 per person per day.  Some of the deeper water species of fish available to the offshore fisherman include Red Snapper (when in season), several species of Grouper, King Mackerel, Amberjack, Dolphin, Wahoo, Tuna, Cobia (Ling), as well as many others.  Popular baits for these deep water species include numerous live baits (Pinfish, Blue Runners, etc.), Ballyhoo, Cigar Minnows, Squid, Boston Mackerel, and Spanish Sardines.  

Fishing in state waters is also an option to the offshore fisherman.  You must be within 9 nautical miles of the closest point on land to be considered in State waters.  Red Snapper, Cobia, King Mackerel, Spanish Mackerel, numerous Shark species, Red Drum, and even Tarpon can be taken in this area with summer and early fall being the most productive.  The fishing regulations and seasons for the offshore fish species is constantly changing, so make sure that your guide/captain has the latest set of federal regulations.  A new law passed by the State of Texas requires that all fishermen have a Texas fishing license whether they are fishing in federal or state waters.  If you leave and/or return to the state of Texas, you must have a Texas fishing license and a saltwater stamp.  Fishing tackle for all of the above types of fishing can be purchased from either sporting goods stores, convenience stores near the beach, or any of the numerous bait shops in the Area.  


For the weekend fishermen or the serious angler, the Brazosport area has fishing opportunities for everyone.  So if you have lived in the area all of your life or are just visiting, taking advantage of a chance to go fishing will likely pay off. 

